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Article 7 
Use Restrictions and Rules 

7.1 Rules and Regulations. The Board of Directors may, from time to time, with the 
consent ofDeclarant and without a vote of the members, promulgate, modify or delete rules and 
regulations applicable to the Community. Such rules and regulations shall be distributed to all 
Owners prior to the date that they are to become effective and shall thereafter be binding upon all 
Owners and Occupants until and unless overruled, canceled or modified by a majority of the 
Total Association Vote and the consent ofDeclarant. 

7.2 Residential Use. Each Unit shall be used for single-family residential purposes 
exclusively. For the purposes of this restriction a "single-family" means a group of individuals 
related by blood, marriage, adoption, or guardianship, or not more than six ( 6) persons not so 
related, living together as a single housekeeping unit. Leasing of a Unit for single-family 
residential occupancy shall not be considered a business or business activity. No trade or 
business of any kind may be conducted in or from a Unit, except that the Owner or Occupant in 
residence at the Unit may conduct business activities within the dwelling so long as the business 
activity: (a) does not otherwise violate the provisions of the Declaration or Bylaws; (b) is not 
apparent or detectable by sight, sound or smell from the exterior of the Unit; (c) does not unduly 
increase traffic flow or parking congestion; ( d) conforms to all zoning requirements for the 
Community; (e) does not increase the insurance premium paid by the Association or otherwise 
negatively affect the ability of the Association to obtain insurance coverage; (f) is consistent with 
the residential character of the Community; (g) does not constitute a nuisance or a hazardous or 
offensive use; and (h) does not threaten the security or safety of other residents of the 
Community, all as may be determined in each case in the sole discretion of the Board of 
Directors. The Board may issue rules regarding permitted business activities. The terms 
"business" and "trade," as used in this provision, shall be construed to have their ordinary, 
generally accepted meanings and shall include, without limitation, any occupation, work or 
activity undertaken on an ongoing basis which involves the provision of goods or services to 
Persons other than the provider's family and for which the provider receives a fee, compensation, 
or other form of consideration, regardless of whether: (i) the activity is engaged in full or part­
time; (ii) the activity is intended to or does generate a profit; or (iii) a license is required for the 
activity. 

7.3 Leasing. Units may be leased for single-family residential purposes. Unless 
otherwise provided by the Board of Directors, all leases shall have a minimum term of at least 
six ( 6) months. All leases shall require, without limitation, that the Occupants acknowledge 
receipt of a copy of the Declaration, Bylaws, use restrictions and rules and regulations of the 
Association and obligate the Occupants to comply with the foregoing. 

7.4 Signs. No sign of any kind shall be erected or displayed within the Community 
without the prior written approval under Article 6 hereof. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the 
Board, any builder approved by Declarant and the Declarant shall have the right to erect 
reasonable and appropriate signs. For-sale signs and security signs consistent with the 
Community-Wide Standard and any signs required by legal proceedings may be erected upon 
any Unit. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any Mortgagee in possession due to 
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foreclosure of a first Mortgage or as grantee pursuant to any deed in lieu of such foreclosure. 
Notwithstanding anything provided herein to the contrary, no sign shall be displayed on or from 
within any structure on a Unit. The Board may impose a fine of One-Hundred and Fifty and 
No/100 Dollars ($150.00) per day for display of any sign in violation of this provision which is 
not removed within twenty-four hours after written demand is delivered to the Owner at that 
Unit. 

7 .5 Vehicles; Parking. Vehicles shall be parked only in appropriate parking areas 
serving the Unit or other designated areas, if any. All parking shall be subject to such rules and 
regulations as the Board may adopt. The term "vehicles," as used herein, shall include, without 
limitation, motor homes, boats, trailers, motorcycles, minibikes, scooters, go-carts, golf carts, 
trucks, campers, buses, vans and automobiles. The term "parking areas" shall refer to the 
number of garage parking spaces and if and only if, the Occupants of a Unit have more vehicles 
than the number of garage parking spaces, those excess vehicles which are an Occupant's 
primary means of transportation on a regular basis may be parked on the driveway on the Unit. 
Garage doors should be kept closed at all times, except during times of ingress and egress from 
the garage. No vehicle may be left upon any portion of the Community, except in a garage or 
other area designated by the Board, for a period longer than five (5) days if it is not licensed or if 
it is in a condition such that it is incapable of being operated upon the public highways. After 
such five-day period, such vehicle may be removed from the Community by the Board of 
Directors. Any towed vehicle, boat, personal water craft, recreational vehicle, motor home, 
trailer, motorcycle, minibike, scooter, go-cart, golf cart, commercial truck, camper, bus or mobile 
home regularly stored in the Community or temporarily kept in the Community, except if kept in 
a garage or other area designated by the Board, for periods longer than twenty-four (24) hours 
may be removed from the Community by the Board of Directors. Trucks with mounted campers 
which are used as a primary means of transportation shall not be considered recreational vehicles 
provided they are used on a regular basis for transportation and the camper is stored out of public 
view upon removal. Commercial vehicles may not be visibly parked or stored on any Common 
Property or any Unit. Construction, service, and delivery vehicles are exempt from this 
provision while providing service or making a delivery to a Unit or the Common Property. 
Commercial vehicles are defined as any type of vehicle used for a specific business or 
commercial purpose; bearing any indicia of commercial use, including but not limited to, 
writings, logos, or signage of a business or commercial nature; equipped with external racks, 
ladders, or tool boxes; or having visible work equipment stored in or on the vehicle. It is the 
Unit owners responsibility to see that their guests and tenants obey the vehicle parking rules and 
restrictions. 

7.6 Animals and Pets. No animals, livestock or poultry of any kind may be raised, bred, 
kept or permitted on any Unit, with the exception of dogs, cats or other usual and common 
household pets in reasonable number as determined by the Board. No pets shall be kept, bred or 
maintained for any commercial purpose. No exterior pens for household pets shall be erected or 
maintained on any Unit unless approved in accordance with the provisions of Article 6 hereof. 

7. 7 Nuisance. It shall be the responsibility of each Owner and Occupant to prevent the 
development of any unclean, unhealthy, unsightly or unkempt condition on a Unit. No Unit shall 
be used for the storage of anything that will cause such Unit to appear to be in an unclean or 
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untidy condition or that will be obnoxious to the eye; nor shall any substance, thing or material 
be kept that will emit foul or obnoxious odors or that will cause any noise or other condition that 
will or might disturb the peace, quiet, safety, comfort or serenity of the occupants of surrounding 
property. No noxious or offensive activity shall be carried on within the Community, nor shall 
anything be done tending to cause embarrassment, discomfort, annoyance or nuisance to any 
Person using any property within the Community. No plants, animals, device or thing of any 
sort shall be maintained in the Community whose activities or existence is in any way noxious, 
dangerous, unsightly, unpleasant or ofa nature as may diminish or destroy the enjoyment of the 
Community by other Owners and Occupants. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
no speaker, horn, whistle, siren, bell, amplifier or other sound device, except such devices as 
may be used exclusively for security purposes, screaming, shouting, excessively loud talking, 
fighting, raucous behavior, insobriety, playing loud music or television, use of any alarm, 
equipment, or device, mechanical or otherwise which creates or produces excessively loud 
sounds or any vibrations, or any conduct which creates any noxious or offensive odors outside a 
home shall be located, used, placed, installed or maintained upon any Unit, or any portion 
thereof. Any noise that can be heard inside a neighboring house with the windows and doors 
closed will be considered too loud and in violation of this provision. 

7.8 Unsightly or Unkempt Conditions. The pursuit of hobbies or other activities, 
including specifically, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the assembly and 
disassembly of motor vehicles and other mechanical devices, which might tend to cause 
disorderly, unsightly or unkempt conditions, shall not be pursued or undertaken in any part of the 
Community. 

7.9 Antennas. No exterior antenna, receiving dish or similar apparatus of any kind for 
receiving or transmitting of radio or video signals shall be placed, allowed or maintained upon 
any portion of the Community, including any Unit, unless approved in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 6 hereof; provided, however, no such approval shall be necessary to install 
the following on a Unit: (a) antennae designed to receive direct broadcast satellite services, 
including direct-to-home satellite services or to receive or transmit fixed wireless signals via 
satellite, that are one meter or less in diameter; (b) antennae designed to receive video 
programming services via multi-point distribution services or to receive or transmit fixed 
wireless signals other than via satellite that are one meter or less in diameter or diagonal 
measurement; or ( c) antennae that are designed and intended to receive television broadcast 
signals. Owners shall install any permitted antennae on the rear of the dwelling unless an 
acceptable quality signal cannot otherwise be obtained. 

7.10 Tree Removal. No trees that are more than four ( 4) inches in diameter at a point 
twelve ( 12) inches above the ground and no ornamental or flowering trees, including, but not 
limited to, dogwood trees, cottonwood trees, cherry trees or apple trees, regardless of diameter, 
shall be removed from a Unit without prior written approval pursuant to Article 6 hereof. 
Owners shall also comply with any local ordinance and zoning condition applicable to tree 
removal. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of this Section and any local 
ordinance or zoning condition, the more restrictive provision shall govern. This provision shall 
not apply to the removal of trees by the Declarant or the Association or any approved builder in 
connection with construction approved under Article 6 hereof. 
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7. I I Drainage. Catch basins, retention ponds, detention ponds, drainage swales and 
drainage easement areas are for the purpose of controlling the natural flow of water only. No 
obstruction or debris shall be placed in these areas. Owners shall not obstruct or alter the 
drainage flows within the Community after location and installation of catch basins, retention 
ponds, detention ponds, drainage swales, storm sewers or storm drains without approval in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 6 hereof. 

7.12 Sight Distance at Intersections. All property located at street intersections shall be 
landscaped so as to permit safe sight across the street comers. No fence, wall, hedge, shrub or 
other planting or thing shall be placed or permitted to remain where, in the opinion of the Board, 
it would create an unsafe condition. 

7 .13 Garbage Cans, Woodpiles, Etc. All garbage cans, woodpiles, swimming pool 
pumps, filters and related equipment, and other similar items shall be located or screened so as to 
be concealed from view from neighboring streets and property. All rubbish, trash and garbage 
shall be regularly removed and shall not be allowed to accumulate. Declarant, however, hereby 
expressly reserves the right to dump and bury rocks on property within the Community as 
needed for efficient construction; provided, however, such rocks shall not be buried in the 
buildable area of a lot. Trash, garbage, debris, or other waste matter of any kind may not be 
burned within the Community except by the Declarant. 

7.14 Subdivision of Unit. No Unit shall be subdivided or its boundary lines changed 
except with the prior written approval in accordance with the provisions of Article 6 hereof. 
Declarant, however, hereby expressly reserves the right to subdivide and/or revise and re-record 
the subdivision plat of any Unit(s) with the consent of the Owner of the effected Unit(s) and to 
approve the revision and re-recording of any plat of any Unit(s) owned by any builder or 
developer, including, but not limited to, changing any Unit to Common Property or creating a 
public or private street over any Unit or property that was formerly a Unit, without the consent of 
any Person, other than the Owner(s) of such property. 

7 .15 Firearms. The use or discharge of firearms in the Community is prohibited. The 
term "firearms" includes, without limitation, "B-B" guns, pellet guns and other guns of any type, 
regardless of size. 

7.16 Fences. Except as herein provided, no fence or fencing type barrier of any kind 
shall be placed, erected, allowed or maintained upon any Unit without prior written approval in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 6 hereof. Guidelines detailing acceptable fence styles 
or specifications may be issued pursuant to Article 6, but in no event may a chain link or barbed 
wire fence be approved; provided, however, the Declarant and the Association may erect any 
type of fence on the Common Property or elsewhere within the Community as they may deem 
appropriate or as necessary to satisfy the requirements of any law, regulation or governmental 
entity or for health and safety of Owners and Occupants. In the event that the Owner of a Unit 
obtains approval to construct a fence on a portion of his or her Unit in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 6 hereof, the Association, ifthen obligated to maintain landscaping upon 
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such Unit, shall no longer be obligated to maintain landscaping on the enclosed portions of the 
Unit and such landscaping shall be the sole responsibility of the Owner. 

7.17 Utility Lines. Except as may be permitted under and pursuant to Article 6 hereof, 
no overhead utility lines, including lines for cable television, shall be installed within the 
Community, except for temporary lines as required during construction and lines installed by or 
at the request of the Declarant. 

7.18 Air-Conditioning Units. No window air-conditioning units may be installed. 

7.19 Lighting. Exterior lighting on any Unit visible from the street shall not be 
permitted, except for: (a) approved lighting as originally installed on a Unit; (b) one decorative 
post light; ( c) street lights in conformity with an established street lighting program for the 
Community; (d) seasonal decorative lights; (e) front house illumination of model homes; or (t) 
other lighting approved under and pursuant to Article 6 hereof. 

7.20 Artificial Vegetation. Exterior Sculpture and Similar Items. No artificial vegetation 
shall be permitted on the exterior of any Unit. Exterior sculpture, fountains, flags or similar 
items must be approved under and pursuant to Article 6 hereof. 

7.21 Energy Conservation Equipment. No solar energy collector panels or attendant 
hardware or other energy conservation equipment shall be constructed or installed unless as an 
integral and harmonious part of the architectural design of a structure, as determined in the sole 
discretion of the Declarant or the ACC, as the case may be, in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 6 hereof. 

7.22 Swimming Pools. No swimming pool shall be constructed, erected or maintained 
upon any Unit without prior written approval in accordance with the provisions of Article 6 
hereof and in no event shall any above-ground swimming pool be permitted. 

7 .23 Gardens, Play Equipment and Garden Pools. No vegetable garden, hammock, 
statuary, play equipment (including, without limitation, basketball goals) or garden pool shall be 
erected on any Unit without the prior written approval in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 6 hereof. 

7.24 Mailboxes. All mailboxes serving Units shall be approved in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 6 hereof. Identical replacement mailboxes may be installed without further 
approval; but no modification to or change in mailboxes may be made unless approved in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 6 hereof. 

7.25 Clotheslines. No exterior clotheslines of any type shall be permitted upon any Unit. 

7.26 Entry Features. Owners shall not alter, remove or add improvements to any entry 
features constructed by the Declarant or the Association on any Unit, or any part of any easement 
area associated therewith without prior approval in accordance with the provisions of Article 6 
hereof. 
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7 .27 Window Treatments. No foil or other reflective materials shall be used on any 
windows for sunscreens, blinds, shades, or any other purpose. The side of all window treatments 
which can be seen at any time from the outside of any structure located on a Unit must be white, 
off-white or neutral in color, or, in the event of wooden blinds or shutters, natural or lightly 
stained wood. 

7.28 Outbuildings and Similar Structures. No structure ofa temporary nature shall be 
erected or allowed to remain on any Unit, and no trailer, camper, shack, tent, garage, barn or 
other structure may be used as a residence, either temporarily or permanently, without written 
approval in accordance with the provisions of Article 6 hereof. However, this Section shall not 
be construed to prevent Declarant, an approved builder and those engaged in development, 
construction, marketing, property management or sales in the Community from using sheds, 
trailers or other temporary structures for any of the foregoing purposes. In addition, nothing in 
this Declaration shall be construed to prevent Declarant or an approved builder from developing, 
constructing, marketing, or maintaining model homes or speculative housing within the 
Community. 

7.29 Natural Buffer Areas. A Unit or Common Property may contain a natural or 
enhanced buffer area as shown on the applicable recorded subdivision plat(s) for the Community. 
Except with prior written approval pursuant to Article 6 hereof, all such areas shall be left in 
their undisturbed, natural state and no improvements may be constructed, erected, placed or 
allowed to remain thereon except utility lines and easements and pedestrian and vehicular access 
ways (including streets and roads); provided, however, Declarant and the Association and the 
Owner of any Unit adjacent to such areas (with the prior written consent of the Architectural 
Control Committee) may mow, plant trees, flowers and shrubs in such areas, subject to further 
provisions of this paragraph. 

7.30 Stream Buffer. Land-disturbing activities shall not be conducted within any stream 
buffer area within the Community, as shown on any recorded subdivision plat, except with prior 
written approval under Article 6 hereof and compliance with North Carolina law. 

7.31 Wetlands, Lake and Streams. All ponds, lakes, streams, wetlands and storm water 
retention or detention ponds within the Community shall be aesthetic amenities used for storm 
water drainage only; no other use thereof, including, without limitation, fishing, boating, 
swimming, ice skating, playing, or use of personal floatation devices, and other recreation, shall 
be permitted without the written consent of the Board of Directors. The Association and/or the 
Declarant shall not be responsible for any loss, damage, or injury to any person or property 
arising out of the authorized or unauthorized use of the wetlands, lakes, ponds or streams within 
the Community. For this purpose, "wetlands" means any area labeled as wetlands on a recorded 
plat for the Community or otherwise designated as wetlands by the Declarant or the Board of 
Directors. No Owner shall have any right to place rocks, stones, trash, garbage, sewage, waste 
water, rubbish, debris, ashes or other refuge in any wetlands, lakes, ponds or streams within the 
Community. Applicable governmental agencies, the Declarant and the Association shall have 
the sole right to control the water level of any body of water located within the Community and 
to control the growth and eradication of plants, fowls, reptiles, animals, fish and fungi in and 

25 


