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PURPOSE AND POLICY

The purpose of this document is to set forth the Architectural Standards and

Specifications as provided in Article VI of the Charleston Village Homeowners
Association Master Covenants and Restrictions. The primary purpose of the

Standards and Specifications is to preserve and maintain the property values and

the natural beauty of the development. Article VI also establishes the

Architectural Review Board (hereafter referred to as the ARB), with final

approval authority of this document given to the Board of Directors.

A part of the purpose of the ARB is to enforce and maintain consistent standards

while remaining flexible and open-minded to changes in our community and our

lifestyles. This standard is intended to be a living document that allows for

individual creativity of design, with each request being reviewed on its own merit.

This document is not intended to be comprehensive; rather it is a guideline for

residents considering modification to their lot or exterior of their house. The

aesthetics of the modification will be a primary consideration of the ARB.

The ARB is composed of a minimum of three (3), but not more than eleven (11)

members, including one board member, and typically consisting of an odd

number. Volunteers for the ARB are solicited during the annual homeowners

meeting, but all of whom must be approved/appointed by the Board of Directors.

The ARB meets regularly each month (refer to www.CharlestonVillage.org for

current date, time, and location). The primary purpose of the meeting is to review
all architectural requests received by the Community Management Company

(hereafter referred to as CMC) during the previous month and to approve or deny
the requests.

Homeowners are invited to attend meetings to: (1) ensure that the ARB fully
understands their requests, and (2) to offer their comments about architectural

violations and any modifications that are currently underway or being planned.

RESPONSIBILITIES

Below are the responsibilities of all parties as they relate to the Architectural
Standards and Specifications:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Board of Directors is responsible for making decisions about violations and

related penalties or legal remedies and the final interpretation of the Covenants,
Bylaws, and the Architectural Standards and Specifications.

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD (ARB)

The ARB is responsible for approving or denying all architectural requests, which
entails reviewing requests and making site inspections. The ARB is also

responsible for updating this document, as required, for approval by the Board of

Directors.
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HOMEOWNERS

Each homeowner has the responsibility, prior to starting a project of any type, to

properly complete and submit an Architectural Request Form to the CMC in

accordance with the requirements of this document. The most current version of

the Standards and Specifications will be kept on the website,
www.CharlestonVillage.org, and is available upon request from the CMC. Each
homeowner is also responsible for adhering to this policy, complying with the
decisions made by the ARB, and reporting any problems or violations to the
CMC.

COMMUNITY MANAGEMENT COMPANY (CMC)
The CMC is responsible for collecting all architectural requests submitted and for

performing an initial screen to assure completeness. Incomplete forms will be

rejected and immediately returned to the homeowner for correction and re-

submittal. Complete submittals will be distributed to the ARB in a timely
manner. The CMC also acts as the clearinghouse for community problems or
concerns and then channels these messages to the appropriate committee. The
CMC is responsible for sending ARB responses to the homeowner.

GENERAL GUIDELINES

It is the interpretation of the Charleston Village Homeowners Association Board

of Directors that the provision of Article VI applies to a wide variety of aesthetic

considerations in the community. Every attempt has been made to include in this

document those considerations which have the potential to impact property
values. Suggestions for improvement of this document should be submitted to the
CMC.

This document outlines examples of the types of changes, additions, or deletions
that would either (1) require submittal of an Architectural Request Form, (2) not
require a submittal, or (3) are prohibited. While every effort has been made to

identify aspects of change, the homeowner who has doubt if his/her situation is
adequately addressed should contact the CMC for guidance.

NOTE: It must be recognized that the submittal/approval process is administered
by volunteers on their own time and is inherently lengthy. The ARB meets once
within each calendar month. It is imperative, therefore, that each homeowner
plan in advance and allow for the process time.

PROCESS

Each installation will be examined on its own merit. No previously approved
installation shall constitute an established precedent for approval. No
construction shall begin without written formal approval notification from the
CMC. Please be aware that if you begin a project before you receive formal
approval notification you may be required to remove any completed work at your

own expense. To assist in the planning of your construction, please allow up to
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60 days from the time of submission to receive a formal notification from the
CMC.

APPEALS/RESUBMITTALS

To appeal a denied submittal, the homeowner should submit a written response

including specific detailed information that clarifies why the submittal should be

reconsidered by the ARB. The homeowner can appeal the ARB's decision to the
Board of Directors.

Should the submittal have been disapproved on a technicality, and the homeowner is

willing to comply with the remedy proposed in the ARB's response letter, then the

homeowner need only stop by the CMC's office, pencil in the change(s), initial, and
date.

(Throughout this document the term "changes" shall include additions, deletions, and
modifications.)

STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Types of Changes which Require Submittal:

Changes to the exterior of the house, such as but not limited to awnings,

decorative lighting, etc.

Changes to the appearance of the house, such as but not limited to exterior

color, materials, removal of window mullions (grills), etc.

Buildings/storage sheds
Decks, deck skirting or screening, and patios

Driveway extensions, parking pads, and walkways
Enclosures

Fences

Hedges and screen plantings

Major landscaping

Mailboxes

Parking

Recreation or sports equipment

Freestanding poles (basketball goals, flag poles, etc.)

Signs larger than 3' X 3'
Structures

Swimming pools and hot tubs

Solar Collectors

Live tree removal

Placement of satellite dishes and antennae
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Specific Changes which Do Not Require a Submittal:

Flower boxes which are painted to match exterior color of the house

Minor landscaping (See Major Landscaping)
Non-permanent play equipment (Refer to Play Equipment)
Periodic repainting and restaining with the existing color for maintenance
Removal of dead trees and/or tree trimmings
Small garden plots
Storm doors that meet existing color scheme/house color

Electric Underground Pet Fences (or under fences section)

Specific Changes and/or items which are Prohibited:

Animals other than household pets
Wire-backed wood fences, chain-link fences, and other fence designs except
those approved under the fence guidelines
Commercial advertising signs
Encroachment on other property
Metal storage sheds

Parking of vehicles or trailers on streets overnight

Unclean, unsightly, unkempt, unhealthy, or unsafe conditions which tend to
substantially decrease beauty or safety
Bright or neon colors

Addition of basketball goals other than those permitted in this document
Basketball goals attached to the garage
Satellite antennas greater than 1 meter (39 inches)
Any items not in compliance with neighborhood covenants

CLOTHESLINES

Guidelines:

Permanent exterior clotheslines are not permitted upon any lot at locations
where they can be viewed from the street

MAILBOXES

Guidelines:

All mailboxes will be affixed to a white wooden post of size and dimensions
that were supplied by the builder

No masonry mailbox supports shall be permitted
Mailboxes must remain black and can be no larger than Number One Class

Box, as approved by the U. S. Postal Service

Planting around the base of a mailbox is allowed, provided that the guidelines
for landscaping are followed
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PARKING

Guidelines:

No industrial or commercial type trucks or tractors or inoperable vehicles may

be regularly parked on the lot or on common property or within any right-of-

way of any street in the subdivision

Boats, trailers, campers, jet skis, etc. may be parked in a garage

Adequate screening, as well as ARB approval, is required for any recreational
vehicle or trailer not parked in a garage

No parking by residents is allowed on the streets within Charleston Village
Each owner shall provide space for parking of their own vehicles off public
streets.

STORAGE

(For driveways and parking pads, refer to Driveways and Parking Pads)

Guidelines:

No trade materials or inventories may be stored upon residential lots

Temporary storage of materials for modification projects should be discreetly

placed and properly maintained

(For storage buildings, refer to Detached Structures)

AWNINGS

Guidelines:

Fabric must blend with the color of the house

Awning material shall be fabric only

Awning may be either retractable or stationary

Any wood structure must be the same color as the existing house trim or deck

It is expected that the awning be kept in a good state of repair and properly
maintained

Awning must be attached to the house; not freestanding

Items Requiring Architectural Approval:

All awnings require approval

Information Required in Submittal:

Plot plan showing location of awning

Elevation showing location of awning

Description and sample of material(s) to be used

PLAY EQUIPMENT (Swing Sets, Jungle Gyms, Sandboxes, Trampolines, etc.)

Guidelines:
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Permanent play equipment must be installed to be as inconspicuous as

possible and should be placed out of view of any street

Play equipment must be placed at least ten feet away from any adjoining
property line

The preferred location is in the rear, directly behind the house, but each

request will be reviewed on its own merit

The ARB reserves the right to request that a homeowner remove play
equipment if surrounding neighbors complain about disrepair (disrepair
constitutes noticeable missing and/or broken parts, rust, and/or peeling paint)
The CMC will verify if the complaints of disrepair are valid and what action
needs to be taken for compliance

Screening may be required along the property lines in order to block the view
and/or noise from the neighboring lots

Non-permanent play equipment must also be placed inconspicuously so that it
does not detract from the neighborhood surroundings

Items Requiring Architectural Approval:

All permanent play equipment must be approved prior to placement
Permanent is defined as over 100 pounds or larger than 5' in height or length
or secured to the ground with materials such as concrete or anything extending
below ground level for anchoring purposes

Information Required in Submittal:

Plot plan showing location of play equipment and distance from the property
lines

Drawings or pictures of the play equipment to be placed

Landscape plans for screening, as needed
(For basketball goals, refer to Poles and Basketball Goals)

VEGETABLE/GARDEN PLOTS

Guidelines:

Maintenance of the garden plot is required
Excess debris must be removed at the end of the gardening season and the plot
returned to a natural state (including stakes and any other structural additions

required for harvesting the garden)
No compost piles are allowed on any property located within Charleston

Village

Items Requiring Architectural Approval:
Vegetable/garden plots will not require prior approval of the ARB if they are
wholly located in the rear portion of the lot, a maximum of twelve feet by
twelve feet, and a minimum of ten feet from the side and rear lot lines

Any tree removal required to provide space for the garden plot must adhere to

the tree removal guidelines
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⚫ Approval is required for any vegetable/garden plot location other than

described above, or for any plot which does not adherer to the above

guidelines

Information Required in Submittal:

Plot plan showing placement

PETS, PET HOUSES, AND PENS

No animals, exotic animals, livestock, or poultry of any kind shall be raised,

bred, or kept on any lot, except that dogs, cats, or other household pets may be
kept, provided that they are not bred or maintained for commercial purposes

Keeping of pets must comply with Town of Apex ordinances

Guidelines for the Housing of Animals:

Pet pens must be at least 10 feet from any property lines

Pens must be located in the back or side yard, whichever is least conspicuous

Screening should be provided as much as is reasonably possible

No chain link or metal fencing is allowed

Fencing must be one of the approved fence styles

Invisible electric fences are allowed with no prior approval being necessary

Information Required in Submittal:

Plot plan showing the location of the proposed structure

Description of the materials to be used in construction

Description of the type, size, and number of animal(s) to be enclosed therein

Description of the plantings to be provided for screening

EXTERIOR PAINTING

Guidelines:

Periodic repainting and re-staining with the existing color for maintenance

does not require approval

Brick will remain unpainted except to match the existing painted brick house
color

Items Requiring Architectural Approval:

Color changes made to the existing colors requires approval
In keeping with the aesthetics of the community, a two to three contrasting
color scheme is required

Information Required in Submittal:

Paint color samples (two paint chips)

Description of color changes and affected pieces (trim, shutters, etc.)
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