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I. LIMITATIONS, TERMS & CONDITIONS  
 

This report is the work product of Carter Engineering and Consulting, PLLC (CEC), produced in 

accordance with a specific contract between CEC and its Client to whom this report is addressed. 

This report is the work product for the sole use and benefit of the Client.  It does not create any rights or 

benefits to parties other than the Client and CEC except such other rights as are specifically called for 

herein. 

The investigation is performed by CEC to visually identify immediate hazards and structural deficiencies 

that are irrefutably abnormal beyond reasonable expectations for a dwelling relative to the current site 

conditions and to provide recommendations based on these findings.  The scope of work for visual 

observation is limited to noted locations and does not include investigations beyond visual observation of 

these locations, nor of other structures on the property, nor certification of code compliance.  Accessibility 

and finishes limit visual observation.  The investigation and provided recommendations will not identify 

or eliminate the existence of all issues and hazards.  This document is not a warranty as to the total 

absence of structural or other deficiencies, wood-destroying insects, organic growth, or damage or health 

related concerns from such existence.  No other warranty, expressed or implied, is made.  CEC will not be 

held liable for discovering, identifying, and/or eliminating all deficiencies, damages, or hazards that may 

or may not cause additional damage, accidents, or injuries.  This work has been performed in accordance 

with generally accepted engineering practices and performed with reasonable effort.   

The conclusions rendered from this work are based on qualitative information gathered on or near the date 

of this report.  Data and information regarding current site conditions and operations may be obtained by 

CEC in part from the Client and other sources.  As is customary, CEC has assumed such data and 

information to be complete and factually correct.  The conclusions of CEC are subject to change upon 

CEC receiving additional information.  Re-assessments by CEC are subject to additional charges.  Changes 

to the content or form of this report may be made only with CEC’s expressed written approval.  This 

report is valid for a period of one year as of the date written across the engineer’s seal.   

Recommendations rendered from work performed by CEC in no way eliminate the owner’s obligation to 

federal, state, or local laws.  The Client or property owner is solely responsible for notifying the proper 

authorities of any conditions which violate current applicable laws and regulations. CEC shall not be held 

responsible for subsequent changes in physical conditions or modifications due to changes in codes, 

standards, and/or legislation over which CEC has no control.   

CEC consents to the release of this report to third parties at the discretion of the Client.  Any use of or 

reliance upon this information by any party shall be solely at the risk of that party and without legal 

recourse against CEC, its affiliates, associates, employees, officers, or directors, regardless of whether the 

action in which recovery of the damage is sought is based upon contract, tort (including sole, concurrent 

or other negligence and strict liability of CEC, statute or otherwise).  The conclusions rendered from such 

data and information is subject to professional opinion, and thus, may result in differing interpretations.  

CEC shall not be held liable for any findings, recommendations, repairs, and/or associated fees and costs, 

such as for additional opinions, repairs, permits, etc., by others that occur before and/or after this 

evaluation whether or not included or identified within this report.  In the event the client makes a claim 

of negligence, errors, omissions, unsatisfactory service against CEC, the client shall pay for all fees 

associated with legal representation hired and/or arranged by CEC regardless of settlement conclusions. 

By paying any amount to CEC for any services rendered by CEC, including this report, regardless of the 

amount listed on the invoice issued by CEC, the Client consents to all terms and conditions listed above 

without exception.  This report shall not be used or relied upon by any party which does not agree to be 

bound by the above statements.   
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II. SCOPE 
 

1) Assessment Date:  27 April 2025 (initial visit 9 April 2025)  
 

2) Subject:  Limited evaluation of the structural condition of the residential home. 
 

3) Location:  435 Tant Road, Zebulon, North Carolina 27597 
4)  

5) Response:  Provide opinion from visual observations of the structural condition of the residence 

specifically described as follows. 

 

III. CONSIDERATIONS 
 

A. Construction 

The intent of this visit is not to check [past or current] code compliance but to identify deficiencies in 

structural integrity.  All work shall be completed in compliance with the current code and permitted 

with the local building authority. 

 

IV. FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

All directions are oriented as looking at the front of the house from the street.   

 

1. In the crawlspace at 12-ft from the rear foundation wall and 17.5-ft from the left foundation wall, 

the concrete block pier that supports the main beam is damaged.  The top block is fully fractured 

and no longer fully and adequately supports the main house floor beam.  Either replace this block or 

reconstruct the damaged block by forming and filling with non-shrink mortar.   

 

April 27, 2025 - Acceptably repaired. 

 

2. In the crawlspace at the rear right area generally 6-ft from the rear foundation wall and 6-ft from the 

right foundation wall below the kitchen are four individual braces positioned near midspan of each 

floor joist.  This is a common response to supplement floor joist resistance to deflection and is not 

considered to be a structural support.  However, as these individual supports can settle or fall and 

cause floor surface irregularities, best practice is to replace all these braces with a single dropped 

beam that supports all floor joists.  A typical drop beam is positioned near midspan of and 

perpendicular to the deflecting floor joists and consists of a 2-ply 2x8 beam supported by treated 

4x4 posts on 12x12x6 solid poured 3500-psi concrete bases [or approved alternative base], spaced a 

maximum of 6-ft on-center, with the post fastened to the beam and the beam secured to the joists.  

During installation, jack lift the floor joists to level the floor surface. 

 

April 27, 2025 - Acceptably repaired. 

 

 

 
 


